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“Protect the biodiversity of the rainforest.”
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Uroplatus fimbriatu.

Crotalus durissus terrificus

The most poisonous snake in South America is the South Amer-
ican rattlesnake. It is the most poisonous rattlesnake in the world.
The poison damages the kidneys badly. Most people who are
bitten do not die, but the have kidney problems for the rest of
their lives. Although small in size the snake has a very aggressive
nature. When angered it will shake its tail, making the same noise
as a rattle, which is how it got its name.

Pharomachrus mocinno

The scientific name for the quetzal is Pharomachrus mocino. The
bird’s body is about 14 in. long, which is about the size of a pi-
geon. They are endangered because hunters hunt them for their
feathers and skins. They have weak beaks so they must live in the
former homes of woodpeckers or toucans. Their main diet is fruit,
but they also eat insects, frogs, and lizards.

Amazona oratriﬁ(

The yellow-headed Amazon parrot is a faithful bird. After a
couple days in one place he remembers where he made his nest.
They make lifelong bonds when they are in the wild. These birds
are sometimes nicknamed the “cranky bird” because they are very
loud in the early morning and dusk. The bird has a strong, willful
personality that other birds don‘t mind to be around.

Agouti paca

The agouti live in Central and South America. They are very
shy and scared of humans. Its scientific name is Cavia porcellus.
Agouties are herbivores. That means they eat plants and nuts.
Their diet is fruits, nuts, seeds, and leaves off of the forest floor.
Predators of the agouti are jaguars, ocelots, harpy eagles, large
snakes, and people who eat them. They also like to live around
fresh water in the forest.

Glaucis dohrnii

The hook-billed humming bird is full of muscles used for flying.
Humming birds are named for the hum that their wings produce.
While hovering, their wings make a figure eight shape. Their feet
are useless except for perching. Humming birds must eat every
ten minutes. They are perfectly shaped for getting into flowers that
contain nectar. They have a good memory and can remember food
sources. They communicate using body language.
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The caiman eats many different varieties of food depending
on its size. The smaller caimans will usually eat insects, fish, am-
phibians, and reptiles. A larger caiman will eat bigger prey like
mammals, birds, and many larger reptiles. Those with broad snouts
eat mostly hard shelled prey such as fresh water crayfish, snails, and
many times they will eat each other’s young. Those with slender
snouts tend to eat more fish and softer foods.
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Panthera onca

The name jaguar comes from the South American Indian word
"Yaguara” which means “a beast that kills its prey with one bound”.
The jaguar is a carnivorous predator that feeds on many different
species in the panama rainforest. It usually hunts at night and
will eat almost anything they can catch. The jaguar is one of the
four cats that actually roar. Its roar is not like a lions, it sounds
like hoarse coughs.

Polson Arrow Frog
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The poison arrow frog, also called the poison dart frog, is poi-
sonous. They can be many different bright colors like yellow, red,
green, and blue with black spots. The bright colors are to warn
predators that they are poisonous and bad to eat. They like the
rain forest because it is shaded and moist. These frogs are small,
about a 1/2 inch in length. Poison arrow frogs are very active
during the day.

Bothrops asper

The fer-de-lance is a snake that is very poisonous. It belongs to
the Viperidae family and is a relative of the rattlesnake and the
bushmaster (the largest pit viper). The venom that this snake ejects
into your body attacks your brain. Most victims start telling horror
stories and having terrible nightmares after one of these bites.

In Costa Rica there are two different types of sloths. One is the
two-toed sloth and the other is the three-toed sloth. The two-toed
sloth is nocturnal unlike the three-toed sloth which is active during
the day. Sloths sleep, eat, and hang up-side down in trees because
it is difficult for them to walk on the ground. Sloths mainly eat
leaves from the cecropia trees. Some of the sloths main predators
are eagles, jaguars, and humans.

Piranga rubra

There are two main types of tanagers, scarlet and summer tana-
gers. Male and female tanagers have completely different colors on
them. All tanagers have pointy and stout colorful bills. Tanagers
are often found on tops of trees. Their songs are raspy and hoarse,
similar to that of a robin. It sounds like “chip-burr”. They like tall
shady trees to build nests and raise their young.

Another common name for the Giant Tree Frog is the White-
Lipped Tree Frog. They are light green and brown on the surface,
with a white stripe covering its lower lip. The belly of the frog
is usually white, and can become lumpy. They eat a wide range
of insects, mainly on wet humid evenings. It lives in most places
humans do, including garages, houses, and sheds.
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This poster was designed and produced by the Vernal Pool Association (www.vernalpool.org) as part of the Poster Outreach Project sponsored in part by the Massachusetts
Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program. Art, text, and other content provided by The Red Team, Plymouth Community Intermediate School. Fall 2003.
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